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Civilization and Culture

Much emphasis is being laid today upon education - coordinating, relational, psycho-
logical, vocational and equipping. To this must be added the old method of memory
training and the attempt either to infuse religion into the mind of the child or to omit it
with decision and with purpose. Modern education has been primarily competitive,
nationalistic and, therefore, separative. It has trained the child to regard the material
values as of major importance, to believe that his particular nation is also of major
importance and that every other nation is secondary; it has fed pride and fostered the
belief that he, his group and his nation are infinitely superior to other people and
peoples. He is taught consequently to be a one-sided person with his world values
wrongly adjusted and his attitudes to life distinguished by bias and prejudice. The
rudiments of the arts are taught him in order to enable him to function with the
needed efficiency in a competitive setting and in his particular vocational environment.
To read, to write and to be able to add and do elementary arithmetic are regarded as
the minimum requirement; to know something of past events - historical, geographi-
cal, literary, philosophical and scientific - are likewise added in many countries and for
certain classes of people. Some of the literature of the world is also brought to his
attention. [39]

The general level of world information is high but usually biased, influenced either by
national or religious prejudices, serving thus to make a man a citizen of his own coun-
try but not a human being with world relations. World citizenship is not emphasized.
The teaching imparted stimulates the latent mass consciousness of the child, and
evokes the memory (racial and individual) through the impartation of facts -
uncorrelated facts - most of them unrelated to daily living. These facts could serve (if
used as seed thoughts in meditation and technically employed) to recover from that
race consciousness and racial memory, not only national history but past history as
well. I mention this in order to emphasize the danger of such undue emphasis upon
the past, for if this were done on a large scale it would prove disastrous; it would put a
premium on racial and national ideals and objectives and would lead rapidly to racial
crystallization and senility - metaphorically speaking. An example of an effort in this
direction was seen going on in Germany, and in a lesser way in Italy; it culminated in
the Axis. Fortunately, the tide of life in the youth of any nation can be trusted to swing
the thought of the race into a better direction than the evocation of past glory, so-
called, and the emphasizing of the things which should be left behind.

I would like here to enlarge somewhat upon the interpretation of the much used words
(frequently also misused) : culture and civilization. For it is the production of some
form of culture - material or spiritual, or material and spiritual - which is the objective
of all education. Education is the major agent in the world.

Civilization is the reaction of humanity to the purpose of any particular world period.
In each age, some idea must be expressed in the current racial idealism. In Atlantean
times, the idea that predominated was basically sensory religious idealism or mysti-
cism, expressing itself in terms of approach to a felt but unseen deity, an expression of
the [40] way of feeling. Yet there were highly sensitive races, composed of nations and
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groups who labored over the development of the feeling nature, consciously some-
times, but mostly unconsciously. Their attitude to each other, as individuals or nations,
was primarily sensitive and emotional - a state of consciousness (I cannot say state of
mind) most difficult for the modern Aryan race to grasp, or even intuit, for with us the
mind is beginning to function. Their attitude to the deity was equally sensitive, and
their religious activities were mystical and devotional, devoid of any mental under-
standing. They were significantly emotional in reactions to beauty, to the terror
evoked by divinity and to the emotional characteristics of God, to the sense of light
and to wonder. The mysterious, the sense of awe, the following blindly of some recog-
nized “sensitive” of a higher order than the ordinary human being, and the interpreta-
tion of God and nature in terms of feeling-perception - these laid the basis of that
ancient civilization and have largely colored our present racial attitudes, at least up
until the advent of Christ, Who wrought great changes in the human consciousness
and ushered in a new civilization. Children are still largely Atlantean in their conscious-
ness; it is with them a form of recapitulation, analogous to the prenatal stage; the
same recapitulation goes forward upon the Path when a man develops the mystical
consciousness anew, after he has evoked his mental nature and prior to unfolding true
occult awareness or knowledge and the reactions of the higher mind. The problem
before Education is to take the Atlantean consciousness of the child and make it Aryan
or mental. The Atlanteans had no educational system as we understand the term. The
kings and priests intuited; the masses obeyed.

In the present race a different civilized attitude is emerging and is nearing its consum-
mation. In each age, some idea functions and expresses itself in both racial and na-
tional idealisms. Its basic trend down the centuries has [41] produced our modern
world and this has been strictly materialistic. A nation today is regarded as civilized
when it is awakened to mental values and at the same time it is demanding material
values; and when the mind (the lower mind) - in its memory aspect, its discriminating
and separate aspects, its analyzing functions, and its ability to formulate concrete
ideas based on material perception, material desire and material purposes - is receiv-
ing the training which will make a material civilization, and has made our material
civilization what it is today. With the emphasis shifting away from feeling-perception to
mental attitudes towards life, with the desire to make the material life of the citizen of
every nation the dominant factor in the national thought, with the mind unfoldment
consecrated to material living, and with science definitely committed to the enuncia-
tion only of the provable and concerned only with the energies of material effect, is it
any wonder that the major consideration of our modern civilization lies in the field of
the economic life? We are occupied with material conditions, with the object of in-
creasing possessions, with bettering worldly situations, elaborating physical plane
living, and substituting the tangible for the intangible, the concrete for the spiritual,
and physical values for the subjective values. However, these latter must some day
emerge into expression.

The above statement is superficial and of so general a character that it does not deal
with the relatively small minority who do sense these larger values and are working to
bring about their emergence into the racial life. These people are the custodians for
the advance ideals of the current civilization, but the energy which they release works
out frequently in the establishment, temporarily, of the more concrete values. My
remarks are only partial, and the facts equally so. I exaggerate perhaps; yet maybe I
do not. Nevertheless, the fact remains that the two great civilizations about which we
can really know anything - the Aryan [42] and the Atlantean - present two extreme
objectives or positions towards which the humanity of the two periods directed and
still direct their attention.

The Atlantean civilization was definitely religious in its attitudes; religion was the
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commonplace of life and the raison d’être of all that was. The world after death was
the subject of interest and unwavering, unquestioning belief. The subtle influences
emanating from the unseen realms, the forces of nature and man’s relation to them
through a keen sensitivity, and the entire gamut of his emotional attitudes constituted
the life of the race, and colored all that there was or might have been of embryo
thought. The result of all this, inherited by us when history as we now have it arose
(from the time of the flood, whenever that might have been), can be expressed by
such words as animism, spiritualism, lower psychism and feeling. The sense of God,
the sense of immortality, the sense of subtler inner relationships, the sense of worship
and the undue sensitivity of modern man is our outstanding heritage from the civiliza-
tions which existed upon old Atlantis.

Upon all this basic structure the exact opposite is being imposed today, and in the
reaction - normal, right and developing - man is laying a superstructure in which the
emphasis is increasingly upon the tangible, the material, the seen, and upon that
which can be proved, diagnosed, analyzed, and utilized for the improving of man’s
outer life and his material position upon the planet. Both civilizations have gone too
far, and in the swing of the pendulum we shall inevitably return to a middle position,
to the “noble middle path.” This middle way, utilizing the best and the highest ideals
which the two preceding civilizations have produced, will characterize the coming
Aquarian Age and its civilizations. Such an expression of the material and the immate-
rial, of the seen and the unseen, of the tangible and the spiritual has ever been the
goal and the objective of those who comprehend the true meaning of culture. In [43]
the last analysis, and for the purposes of our theme, civilization concerns the masses
and the racial consciousness, while culture concerns the individual and the unseen
spiritual man. Therefore a civilization which is a full expression of true culture lies far
ahead in the development of the race.

Culture is the approximation of the two ways - feeling and mind; of two worlds - sen-
sitivity and thought; and of the attitudes, relational in nature, which will enable a man
to live as an intelligent, subjective being in a tangible physical world. The man of
culture relates the world of meaning to the world of appearances and regards them in
his mind (thus recognizing them with his brain, an indication of an established link or
relationship) as constituting one world with two aspects. He moves with equal freedom
in both worlds, and with simultaneity as far as his consciousness or his sense of
awareness is concerned. Even in Atlantean times there were those who comprehended
the significance of culture as an outgrowth of civilization.

The masses must be civilized as a step towards giving them that culture which will
make of them true and significant human beings. A human being has perforce to be a
man, capable of living in the world of external realities, and at the same time capable
of recognizing himself as living in an inner world, as a mind and a soul. He then ex-
presses an inner subjective life of such potency that it controls and dominates the
physical plane life, motivating it and giving it true direction. This attitude of the human
being and the task of bringing this condition of consciousness to fruition, have been
regarded for centuries as the task of organized religion, whereas it is essentially and
necessarily that of education. It is true that the Church in ancient days was the educa-
tor of the time, but the emphasis was laid upon the inner and subjective life, and as a
rule no attempt was made to fuse and blend the two - outer material well-being and
inner spiritual existence. Education is the task of the [44] outstanding thinkers of the
race and the responsibility of all governments, one however that they seldom recog-
nize.

Finally, we shall seek to see what are the basic ideas (beginning with the recognized
instincts) which have led man, step by step, to his present struggle for world better-
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ment, group elevation and natural self-determination with a view - unconscious for the
most part - of providing a better organ of expression within the living organism, hu-
manity.

It is therefore a platitude and truism to state that humanity is today passing through a
crisis of immense proportions. The causes of this crisis must be sought in many fac-
tors. They lie in the past, in the growth through evolution of certain basic tendencies
in man; in past mistakes, present opportunities and the powerful activity of the Hier-
archy of Love. [One of the three major centers through which Deity manifests:
Shamballa, where the Will of God is known; Hierarchy, where the Love of God holds
sway; Humanity, embodying the Intelligence aspect of God.] The future is of great
promise, provided man can learn the lessons of the present which have been clearly
presented to him; he must accept them and understand clearly the nature of his prob-
lem and of the crisis with its many ramifications and various implications.

The seething turmoil in which the masses of the people are now living and the emer-
gence of one or two key people in every nation have a close relationship. These key
people make their voices heard and evoke attention; their ideas are followed - rightly
or wrongly - with attention, appreciation or distrust.

The slow and careful formation of the New Group of World Servers is indicative of the
crisis. They are overseeing or ushering in the New Age and are present at the birth
pangs of the new civilization and the coming into manifestation of a new race, a new
culture and a new world outlook. The work is necessarily slow and those of you who
are immersed in the problems and pains find it hard to view [45] the future with as-
surance or to interpret the present with clarity.

In the field of education united action is essential. Surely a basic unity of objectives
should govern the educational systems of the nations, even though uniformity of
method and of techniques may not be possible. Differences of language, of back-
ground and of culture will and should always exist; they constitute the beautiful tapes-
try of human living down the ages. But much that has hitherto militated against right
human relations must and should be eliminated.

In the teaching of history, for instance, are we to revert to the bad old ways wherein
each nation glorifies itself at the expense frequently of other nations, in which facts
are systematically garbled, in which the pivotal points in history are the various wars
down the ages - a history, therefore, of aggression, of the rise of a material and self-
ish civilization and one which had the nationalistic and, therefore, separate spirit,
which has fostered racial hatred and stimulated national prides? The first historical
date usually remembered by the average British child is “William, the Conqueror,
1066.” The American child remembers the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers and the
gradual taking of the country from its rightful inhabitants, and perhaps the Boston Tea
Party. The heroes of history are all warriors - Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Attila
the Hun, Richard Coeur de Lion, Napoleon, George Washington and many others.
Geography is largely history in another form but presented in a similar manner - a
history of discovery, investigation and seizure, followed frequently by wicked and cruel
treatment of the inhabitants of the discovered lands. Greed, ambition, cruelty and
pride are the keynotes of our teaching of history and geography.

These wars, aggression and thefts which have distinguished every great nation without
exception are facts and can not be denied. Surely, however, the lessons of the evils
which they wrought (culminating in the war 1914-1945) can be [46] pointed out and
the ancient causes of present day prejudices and dislikes can be shown and their
futility emphasized. Is it not possible to build our theory of history upon the great and
good ideas which have conditioned the nations and made them what they are, and
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emphasize the creativity which has distinguished all of them? Can we not present
more effectively the great cultural epochs which - suddenly appearing in some one
nation - enriched the entire world and gave to humanity its literature, its art and its
vision?

The war produced great migrations. Armies marched and fought in every part of the
world; persecuted peoples escaped from one land to another; welfare workers went
from country to country, serving the soldiers, salvaging the sick, feeding the hungry
and studying conditions. The world today is very, very small and men are discovering
(sometimes for the first time in their lives) that humanity is one and that all men, no
matter what the color of their skin or the country in which they live, resemble each
other. We are all intermingled today. The United States is composed of people from
every known country; over fifty different races or nations compose the U.S.S.R. The
United Kingdom is a Commonwealth of Nations, independent nations bound together
into one group. India is composed of a multiplicity of peoples, religions and tongues -
hence her problem. The world itself is a great fusing pot, out of which the One Hu-
manity is emerging. This necessitates a drastic change in our methods of presenting
history and geography. Science has always been universal. Great art and literature
have always belonged to the world. It is upon these facts that the education to be
given to the children of the world must be built - upon our similarities, our creative
achievements, our spiritual idealisms, and our points of contact. Unless this is done,
the wounds of the nations will never be healed and the barriers which have existed for
centuries will never be removed.

The educators who face the present world opportunity [47] should see to it that a
sound foundation is laid for the coming civilization; they must undertake that it is
general and universal in its scope, truthful in its presentation and constructive in its
approach. What initial steps the educators of the different countries take will inevitably
determine the nature of the coming civilization. They must prepare for a renaissance
of all the arts and for a new and free flow of the creative spirit in man. They must lay
an emphatic importance upon those great moments in human history wherein man’s
divinity flamed forth and indicated new ways of thinking, new modes of human plan-
ning and thus changed for all time the trend of human affairs. These moments pro-
duced the Magna Charta; they gave emphasis, through the French Revolution, to the
concepts of liberty, equality and fraternity; they formulated the American Bill of Rights
and on the high seas in our own time they gave us the Atlantic Charter and the Four
Freedoms. These are the great concepts which must govern the new age with its na-
scent civilization and its future culture. If the children of today are taught the signifi-
cance of these five great declarations and are, at the same time, taught the futility of
hate and war, there is hope of a better and happier as well as of a safer world.

Two major ideas should be taught to the children of every country. They are: the value
of the individual and the fact of the one humanity. The war boys and girls have learnt,
from appearances, that human life has small value; the fascist countries have taught
that the individual is of no value except in so far as he implements the designs of
some dictator - a Mussolini or a Hitler. In other countries, some people and some
groups - through hereditary position or financial assets - are regarded as of impor-
tance and the rest of the nation as of little importance. In still other countries, the
individual regards himself of so much importance and his right to please himself of so
much moment that his relation to the whole is entirely lost. Yet the value of the indi-
vidual and the existence of that whole we call Humanity [48] are most closely related.
This needs emphasizing. These two principles, when properly taught and understood,
will lead to the intensive culture of the individual and then to his recognition of his
responsibility as an integral part of the whole body of humanity.



66666

In the schools of today (grammar or primary schools, high schools or secondary
schools, universities or colleges, using terms in general use) there can be seen an
imperfect and symbolic picture of the triple objectives of the new education: Civiliza-
tion, Culture, Unification.

The grammar or primary schools might be regarded as the custodians of civilization;
they must fit the child for citizenship, teach him his place as a social unit, and empha-
size his group relations, thus fitting him for intelligent living and evoking the racial
memory through the courses given, in order to lay the foundation for his human reac-
tions. Reading, writing and arithmetic, elementary history (with the emphasis upon
world history), geography and poetry will be taught. They must teach him certain
basic and important facts of living, foundational truths, coordination and control.

The high schools or the secondary schools should regard themselves as the custodians
of culture; they should emphasize the larger values of history and literature and give
some understanding of art. They should begin to train the boy or girl for that future
profession or mode of life which it is obvious will condition them. Citizenship will be
taught in larger terms and the world of true values be pointed out and idealism con-
sciously and definitely cultivated. The practical application of ideals will be empha-
sized. They should teach the youth of the world in such a manner that he will begin to
fuse the world of appearances and the world of values and of meaning in his con-
sciousness. He should begin to relate the worlds of objective outer living and of inner
subjective existence. I am choosing my words with care. [49]

Our colleges and universities should be a higher extension of all that has been already
done. They should beautify and complete the structure already erected and should
deal more directly with the world of meaning. International problems - economic,
social, political and religious - should be considered and the man or woman related
still more definitely to the world as a whole. This in no way indicates neglect of indi-
vidual or national problems or undertakings but it seeks to incorporate them into the
whole as integral and effective parts, and thus avoid the separate attitudes which have
brought about the downfall of our modern world.

The college or the university should in reality be the correspondence in the field of
education to the world of the Hierarchy; it should be the custodian of those methods,
techniques and systems of thought and of life which will relate a human being to the
world of souls, to the Kingdom of God, and not only to other human beings upon the
physical plane; not only to the world of phenomena but also to the inner world of
values and quality.

Again I repeat, this fitting of a man for citizenship in the Kingdom of God is not essen-
tially a religious activity, to be handled by the exponents of the great world religions.
It should be the task of the higher education, giving purpose and significance to all
that has been done. If this seems idealistic and impossible to you, let me assure you
that by the time the Aquarian Age is in full flower, this will be the assured and recog-
nized objective of the educators of that time.

The following sequence suggests itself as we consider the curriculum to be planned for
the youth of the immediate generations: Primary education Civilization Ages 1-14
Secondary education Culture Ages 14-21 Higher education Spiritual Ages 21-28 It is
only our economic material emphasis and pressure which force the young to work
before they are mature. [50] It should also be remembered (and this is being more
widely recognized) that the quality of the young children now coming into incarnation
is steadily getting better and higher. They are in many cases abnormally intelligent,
and what you (in your technical parlance) call their I.Q. is frequently phenomenally
high. This will be increasingly the case, until young people of fourteen will have the
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equipment and intelligence of the brilliant college men and women of today.

It is not possible for me to prove the truth of these statements, but a study of the race
and of the modern child in our more civilized countries will indicate trends and tenden-
cies which may make my position sounder in your final estimation. You would all do
well to study carefully this distinction between culture and civilization.

Putting this same truth in other words, and recognizing as a basic premise the essen-
tially supernormal potentialities of the human being, we might say that:

The first effort of education to civilize the child will be to train and rightly direct
his instincts.

The second obligation upon the educators will be to bring about his true culture,
by training him to use his intellect rightly.

The third duty of education will be to evoke and to develop the intuition.

When these three are developed and functioning you will have a civilized, cultured and
spiritually awakened human being. A man will then be instinctively correct, intellectu-
ally sound, and intuitively aware. His soul, his mind, and his brain will be functioning
as they should and in right relation to each other, thus again producing coordination
and correct alignment. Some day an analysis will be made of the contribution of the
three great continents - Asia, Europe and America to this triple unfoldment, as far as
the Aryan race is concerned. The glory of humanity must, however be remembered; it
consists in this: each race has produced those who have expressed the highest [51]
which was possible in their day and time - men who blended in themselves the triplic-
ity of instinct, intellect and intuition. Their numbers were relatively few in the early
stages of mankind’s unfoldment, but the process of speeding up the development is
rapidly going forward, and many are today fitting themselves for the “higher educa-
tion” in the true sense of the term. Much more will be accomplished when the educa-
tors of the world grasp the purpose of the process as a whole planned unfoldment, and
will then give their attention to the instinctual, intellectual and intuitive training of the
race in such a manner that the whole twenty-eight years of training will be seen as an
ordered, directed process, and the goal will be clearly visioned.

It will be apparent, then, that those to be taught will be gauged from the angles upon
which I have touched:

Those capable of being rightly civilized. This refers to the mass of men.

Those capable of being carried forward into, the world of culture. This includes a
very large number.

Those who can add to the assets of civilization and culture “the equipment” re-
quired for the process of functioning as conscious souls, not only in the three
worlds of instinctual and intellectual living, but in the world of spiritual being
also, and yet with complete continuity of consciousness and with a complete
triple integration.

Not all can pass into the higher grades, and this must be appreciated. The gauging of
ability will be based upon an understanding of the ray types (the science of esoteric
psychology), on a comprehension of the condition of the glandular and physiological
equipment, upon certain specific tests, and upon the new form of astrology.

I would here make a simple request to the earnest student. Ponder on the following
four statements: [52]
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The antahkarana expresses the quality of the magnetism which opens the door into
the teaching center of the Great White Lodge.

The antahkarana is the conscious integrating force.

The antahkarana is the medium of light transference.

The antahkarana concerns the continuity of man’s perception.

The Process of Unfoldment

I would like to add to the preceding analogy one more, which will serve to clarify the
process of unfoldment in your minds and make the entire theme (from the racial
angle) still more clear and definite:

General racial development Civilization Path of Purification Training of the Intelligentsia
Culture Path of Discipleship Production of the Illuminati Illumination Path of Initiation
It will be apparent to you, therefore, that the whole goal of the future and of the
present effort, is to bring humanity to the point where it - occultly speaking - “enters
into light.” The entire trend of the present urge forward, which can be noted so dis-
tinctly in the race, is to enable the race to acquire knowledge, to transmute it into
wisdom by the aid of the understanding, and thus to become “fully enlightened.” En-
lightenment is the major goal of education.

It is precisely in this region of thought and of recognition that the distinction is found
between the work of the Buddha and the work of the Christ. The Buddha achieved
“Enlightenment” and was the first of our humanity to do so. Lesser grades of enlight-
enment have been frequently achieved by many previously incarnating Sons of God.
Christ, because of the attainment of the Buddha and because of His own point in evo-
lution, was enabled to inaugurate a new era and institute a new goal, wherein another
divine principle was enabled to come into manifestation and to achieve [53] general
recognition. He inaugurated the “age of love” and gave to the people an expression of
a new divine aspect, that of love. The Buddha culminated the “age of knowledge.” The
Christ began the “age of love.” Both ages embody and express two major divine prin-
ciples. Thus the new education has been made possible by the work of the Buddha.
This will indicate to you how slowly evolution moves. The new religion has been made
possible by the work and the life of the Christ. Speaking esoterically, the knowledge
petals of the human egoic lotus have unfolded, and the Buddha accelerated the rapid
action of this happening. Now the love petals of the egoic lotus of the human family
are also unfolding the rapidity of this occurrence being the result of Christ’s action.
Can you understand the significance of what I am attempting to tell you, and can you
grasp the meaning of what I am going to say?

The points that I am seeking to make are as follows:

Because the three knowledge petals of the human egoic lotus are now racially un-
folded (and when I use the word “racial” I mean the human family and not the Aryan
race), it is now possible for the love petals to unfold. The energy flowing from the
outer tier of petals has had a triple effect:

It has vitalized the entire body of humanity, and has produced the present speed,
intelligent (or should I say “intellectual”?) civilization, and our modern culture,
wherever it is found. The brain of humanity is now open to vitalization, hence
mass education.

It has opened a channel so that the love petals can vitalize the astral body of hu-
manity, thus leading to general cooperation and group love. The heart of hu-
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manity is now open to vitalization, hence the philanthropic, goodwill and welfare
movements of today.

It will make possible, eventually, the vitalizing of the mind body by the will or sacri-
fice petals, and [54] this will give awareness of the Plan, directed purpose, and
group synthesis.

The first of these three knowledge petals opened in Lemurian times and brought a
measure of light to the physical plane consciousness of humanity. The second opened
in Atlantean times and brought light to the astral plane. And in our race, the Aryan,
the third petal opened and brought the light of mental knowledge to man. Thus was
completed (in the three races) the arduous task of vitalizing the threefold manifested
world (physical, astral, mental), and the energy of intelligence became a powerful,
ruling factor. Now the task of vitalizing man with the energy of love is proceeding and
making much progress, and the effects (because they emanate from the second as-
pect of divinity) will be produced with great facility, and in the realm of conscious
awareness. I say this for your encouragement.

Through the activity of the energy of knowledge you have:
Civilization - Culture - Illumination

and in the second case you will have:
Cooperation - Loving Understanding - Group Love.

There are higher correspondences for which we have as yet no adequate words.

Cooperative goodwill is all that can, at this time, be expected from the masses, and
this is the sublimation of the forces released through civilization. Loving understanding
should be the hallmark of the cultured, wiser group, plus an ability to correlate the
world of meaning with the world of outer effects. Ponder on this sentence. Group love
is, and must be, the outstanding characteristic of the Illuminati of the world, and it is
at this time the motivating power of the Masters of the Wisdom, until such time that
enough disciples are expressive of this particular force. [55]

When the will or sacrifice petals of the human egoic lotus are opened, there will then
be the appearance of a still higher triad of correspondences. These will be known as:

Participation - Purpose - Precipitation.

Therefore, as a result of the evolutionary processes in humanity, there will appear the
following category of forces or energies, each of them demonstrating certain definite
qualities, and they will parallel the opening of the petals in the human lotus.

EDUCATION AND SCIENCE [56]

I. Knowledge Petals Civilization Culture       Illumination
The Masses of Men The Intellectuals       Spiritual Man
Path of Purification Path of Discipleship     Path of Initiation

plus
RELIGION and PHILOSOPHY

II. Love Petals Cooperation Loving Understanding Group Love
The Intellectuals World Aspirants The Hierarchy
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plus
GOVERNMENTS AND SOCIAL ORDER

III. Will and Sacrifice Petals Participation  Purpose
       (Directed Will of all Disciples) (in the Plan)  Precipitation

     (of the Plan by the Hierarchy)

You can note from the tabulation that the love petals are indeed showing signs of
opening and this will make clear to you the possibility of certain hoped-for events. The
world has to move forward regularly and in order. Premature happenings are usually
disastrous.

All this concerns the cultural unfoldment of the race and is proceeding apace. When
the conditioning factors are better understood and their method and purpose are
grasped, we shall see an effort on the part of those interested in education to move
with greater rapidity; this will hasten the achievement of culture by the masses, and
the attainment of illumination by the more intellectual group.

There is one point that I would like to make here. In the future, illumination will be
viewed primarily from the intellectual angle and the whole subject will be approached
mentally, and not so definitely (as is the case today) from the angle of religion. Illumi-
nation, mysticism and religion have gone hand in hand. One of the major contributions
of the present age to the unfoldment of the race has been the growing recognition that
spirituality is not to be confused with and confined to the acceptance and the following
of the precepts contained in the world Scriptures; it cannot be held down to the impli-
cations given to these Scriptures by an orthodox priestly caste, nor can the trends of
ancient theologies govern. God can be known by His works, and these works can be
more easily appreciated through the revelations [57] of science than by the hymns,
prayers and sermons of the churches throughout the world. What then will be the task
of the churches in the future? And what will be the major objective of the coming new
religion? Primarily it will be to bring about the opening of the love petals, thus inaugu-
rating an era of true cooperation, loving understanding and group love. This will be
done by training the people and the individual in the rules of Right Approach.

The keynote of the new education is essentially right interpretation of life past and
present and its relation to the future of mankind; the keynote of the new religion must
and should be right approach to God, transcendent in nature and immanent in man,
whilst the keynote of the new science of politics and of government will be right hu-
man relations and for both of these education must prepare the child.

Those working in these three groups must eventually proceed in the closest coopera-
tion, and it is for this planned understanding and this intelligent activity of mankind
that the new education must prepare. In the above comments, plus what I have given
earlier, you have the few suggestions which I have sought to make in connection with
the cultural unfoldment of the race. The true history of humanity, which is long and
varied and lost in the speculative indications of the esotericists (which, when true, are
seldom susceptible of proof), have brought humanity to a point in its evolution
wherein the light of knowledge is definitely permeating the dark places of the earth. A
mass of information is now available to those who have the ability to read and write -
and the number of these is growing every day - whilst the means of transmission and
of communication have practically annihilated time and brought the whole world to-
gether as a functioning unit. A very high level of educational attainment is also emerg-
ing in all civilized countries. The average citizen is in possession of a vast amount of
data on every imaginable subject. Much of it is ill-digested and [58] unusable, yet it
tends to the general elevation of the mental process. The output of men’s thoughts in
writing and in speech, embodying that which is old, that which is new and modern,
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and that which is superficial and relatively worthless, is so vast today that it is impos-
sible to register it, and the lifetime of a book is brief. To crown all, there is a definite
effort to bring the resources of education within the reach of every man upon the
planet. This eventually will be done, and the intended type of education will accom-
plish the following things, thus laying the ground for the future unfoldment of the
higher and better education:

Make available to the average citizen what has “come to light” in the past.

Evoke interest in the new sciences and knowledge which are coming to light in the
present.

Develop the memory and the power to recognize that which is presented to the
mind.

Correlate the past with the present.

Train citizens in the rights and nature of possession, with the attention to the pro-
cesses of enjoyment and right use of the material and intellectual gifts of life,
and their relation to the group.

Indicate, after due study, the right vocation.

Teach the methods whereby the coordination of the Personality can be brought
about.

All this will turn the man out into the arena of life with a certain amount of knowledge
of what has been discovered in the past and what is his intellectual heritage; with a
certain amount of mental activity, which can be developed and trained if the man
himself so desires it and brings it about by the right handling of himself in relation to
his environment; with certain mental ideals, dreams and speculations, which can be
transmuted into valuable assets if the man is dowered with persistence, if his imagina-
tive faculties have not been dulled by an unbalanced, enforced [59] curriculum, and if
he has been fortunate enough to have a wise teacher and some understanding senior
friends.

It will be apparent to you also that the task of the new education is to take the civi-
lized masses and lead them on to the point where they are cultured; to take likewise
the cultured people and train them in the ways of the Illuminati. Eventually it will be
found that what is now taught in the schools of the esotericists will be part of the
acknowledged curriculum imposed upon the rising generation, and that the teaching
given to the advanced, thinking people of the world today will be adapted to the needs
of the youth of the period.

The Nature of Esotericism

Educators in the new age will lay an increasing emphasis upon the esoteric approach,
and it might be of service if I here attempted to define esotericism in terms of the
general average intelligence of esoteric students and their point in evolution. I would
remind you that true esotericism is a far deeper thing (from the angle of the Hierar-
chy) than you can appreciate.

One of the most inadequate of the definitions of esotericism is that it concerns that
which is concealed and hidden and which, even though suspected, still remains un-
known. The inference is that to be an esotericist is to be among those who seek to
penetrate into a certain secret realm to which the ordinary student is not permitted to
penetrate. If this were all that it is, then every scientist and every mystic would repre-
sent the approach of the mental type and of the developed emotional type to the
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world of esotericism and of the hidden realities. This would not, however, be accurate.
The mystic is never a true esotericist, for he is not dealing in his consciousness with
energies and forces, but with that vague “Something other” (called God, the Christ,
the Beloved) and therefore, in reality, with that which satisfies the hunger of his soul.
The scientist who is [60] now so rapidly dealing with and entering into the world of
forces and energies, is in reality a true esotericist - even if, in his effort to control the
sought-for energies, he denies their source. That is of relatively small moment; later
he will recognize their emanating source.

The basic approach for all who endeavor to grasp esotericism, or to teach esoteric
students, is to lay the emphasis upon the world of energies and to recognize that
behind all happenings in the world of phenomena (and by that I mean the three worlds
of human evolution) exists the world of energies; these are of the greatest diversity
and complexity, but all of them move and work under the Law of Cause and Effect. It
is hardly necessary for me therefore to indicate the very practical nature of this defini-
tion and its applicability to the life of the individual aspirant, to community life and
world affairs, or to the immediate conditioning levels of experimental spiritual energies
which are constantly seeking impact upon or contact with the world of phenomena.
This they do, under spiritual direction, in order to implement the Plan. The above
statement is foundational in its importance; all other definitions are implicit in it, and
it is the first important truth anent esotericism which must be learnt and applied by
each aspirant to the mystery and the universality of that which moves the worlds and
underlies the evolutionary process.

The first task of the esotericist is to comprehend the nature of the energies which are
seeking to condition him and which work out into expression on the physical plane
through the medium of his equipment or his vehicle of manifestation. The esoteric
student has, therefore, to grasp that:

He is an aggregation of forces, inherited and conditioned by what he has been, plus
a great antagonistic force which is not a principle and which we call the physical
body. [61]

He is sensitive to and should be increasingly aware of certain energies, at present
unknown and of no use to him; of these he must eventually become aware, if he
is to move deeper into the world of hidden forces. They may be energies which,
for him, would be evil were he to work with them, and these must be distin-
guished and discarded; there are others which he must learn to use, for they
would prove beneficial and would increase his knowledge, and should therefore
be regarded as good. Bear in mind, however, that energies per se are neither
bad nor good. The Great White Lodge, our spiritual Hierarchy, and the Black
Lodge employ the same universal energies but with different motives and objec-
tives; both groups are groups of trained esotericists.

The esotericist in training has, therefore:

To become aware of the nature of the forces which constitute his personality equip-
ment and which he himself magnetically brought into expression in the three
worlds. They form a combination of active forces; he must learn to differentiate
between strictly physical energy, which is automatic in its response to other and
inner energies, and those which come from emotional and mental levels of con-
sciousness, focusing through the etheric body which, in turn, motivates and
galvanizes his physical vehicle into certain activities.

To become sensitive to the impelling energies of the soul, emanating from the
higher mental levels. These seek to control the forces of the threefold man when
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a certain definite point in evolution is reached.

To recognize the conditioning energies in his [62] environment, seeing them not as
events or circumstances but as energy in action; by this means he learns to find
his way behind the scene of outer happenings into the world of energies, seek-
ing contact and qualifying for the bringing about of certain activities. He thus
acquires entrance into the world of meaning. Events, circumstances, happenings
and physical phenomena of every kind are simply symbols of what is occurring
in the inner worlds, and it is into these worlds that the esotericist must enter as
far as his perception permits; he will sequentially discover worlds which will call
for his scientific penetration.

For the majority of aspirants, the Hierarchy itself remains an esoteric realm which
demands discovery and which will accept penetration. I am choosing my words
with care in an effort to evoke your esoteric response.

Beyond this point of humanity’s destined goal I seek not to go; to initiates and
disciples who have not yet taken the Initiation of Transfiguration, the higher
realms of awareness and the “secret Place of the Most High” (the Council Cham-
ber of Sanat Kumara) remain deeply esoteric. It is a higher realm of energies -
planetary, extra-planetary and interplanetary; with them educators have no
concern and with their consideration the teaching staff of an esoteric school is
not called upon to deal. The task is to train students in the recognition of energy
and force; to discriminate between the various types of energy, both in relation
to themselves and to world affairs, and to begin to relate that which is seen and
experienced to that which is unseen, conditioning and determining. This is the
esoteric task.

There is a tendency among esoteric students, particularly those in the older Piscean
groups, to regard any interest in the energies producing world events or which con-
cern governments and politics as antagonistic to esoteric and [63] spiritual endeavor.
But the newer esotericism which the more modern groups and the more mental types
will sponsor sees all events and world movements and national governments, plus all
political circumstances, as expressions of the energies to be found in the inner world
of esoteric research; therefore they see no sound reason for excluding such an impor-
tant aspect of human affairs from their reasoning and thinking and from the discovery
of those new truths and techniques which may bring about the new era of right human
relations. They ask: Why omit political research from the spiritual curriculum? They
deem it to be of equal if not of greater importance than the activity of the churches;
governments condition people and aid in the production of any current civilization,
forcing the masses of men into certain needed lines of thought. The churches and men
everywhere need to learn that there is nothing in the entire world of phenomena, of
forces and of energies, which cannot be brought under the control of that which is
spiritual. All that exists is, in reality, spirit in manifestation. The masses today are
becoming politically-minded, and this is viewed by the Masters as a great step for-
ward. When the spiritually-minded people of the world include this relatively new area
of human thought and its international activity within the field of their esoteric re-
search, very great progress will be made.

Let me give you one simple illustration: War is, factually, a great explosion of energies
and forces, generated on the inner planes where the esotericist ought to be working
(but is seldom to be found), and finding its dire and catastrophic expression upon the
physical plane. This is indicated today by the constant use of the terms “Forces of
Light” and “Forces of Evil.” When the inner, esoteric and predisposing causes of war
are discovered through esoteric research, then war and wars will come to an end. This
is in the nature of truly esoteric work, but is scorned by present day esotericists who
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regard themselves as spiritually [64] superior to such affairs and - in their ivory tower
- concentrate on their own development, plus a little philosophy.

One point should here be stated: Esotericism is not in any way of a mystical and
vague nature. It is a science - essentially the science of the soul of all things - and has
its own terminology, experiments, deductions and laws. When I say “soul,” I refer to
the animating consciousness found throughout nature and on those levels which lie
outside the territory usually called nature. Students are apt to forget that every level
of awareness, from the highest to the lowest, is an aspect of the cosmic physical
plane, and is therefore (from the angle of evolutionary process) material in nature,
and (from the angle or point of view of certain divine Observers) definitely tangible
and formed of creative substance. The esotericist is dealing with substance all the
time; he is concerned with that living, vibrant substance of which the worlds are made
and which - inherited as it is from a previous solar system - is colored by past events,
and is (as has been said) “already tinged with karma.” It should also be noted that
just as the physical plane, so familiar to us, is not regarded as a principle by the eso-
teric student, so the cosmic physical plane (from the standpoint of the cosmic lives) is
likewise “not a principle.” I give you here much food for thought.

It might be stated that the esotericist is occupied in discovering and working with
those principles which energize each level of the cosmic physical plane and which are,
in reality, aspects of the qualified life energy which is working in and through unprin-
cipled substance. His task is to shift the focus of his attention away from the sub-
stance-form side of existence and to become aware of that which has been the source
of form production on any specific level. It is his task to develop within himself the
needed responsiveness and sensitivity to the quality of the life dominating any form
until he arrives eventually at the quality of the ONE LIFE [65] which animates the
planet and within Whose activity we live and move and have our being.

To do this, he must first of all discover the nature of his own qualified energies (and
here the nature of the governing rays enters in) which are expressing themselves
through his three lower vehicles of manifestation, and later through his integrated
personality. Having arrived at a measure of this knowledge and having oriented him-
self towards the qualified life aspect, he begins to develop the subtle, inner mecha-
nism through which contact can be made with the more general and universal aspects.
He learns to differentiate between the quality or karmic predispositions of the “unprin-
cipled” substance of which his form and all forms are made, and the qualified prin-
ciples which are seeking expression through those forms and, incidentally, to redeem,
salvage and purify them so that the substance of the next solar system will be of a
higher order than that of the present one, and consequently more responsive to the
will aspect of the Logos.

Viewed from this angle, esotericism is the science of redemption, and of this all World
Saviors are the everlasting symbol and exponents. It was to redeem substance and its
forms that the planetary Logos came into manifestation, and the entire Hierarchy with
its great Leader, the Christ (the present world Symbol), might be regarded as a hierar-
chy of redeemers, skilled in the science of redemption. Once They have mastered this
science, They can then pass on to the Science of Life and deal with the energies which
will eventually hold and use the qualified, redeemed and then principled substance and
forms. It is the redemption of unprincipled substance, its creative restoration and
spiritual integration, which is Their goal; the fruits of Their labor will be seen in the
third and final solar system. Their activity will produce a great spiritual and planetary
fusion, of which the fusion of personality and soul (at a certain point upon [66] the
path of evolution) is the symbol in the microcosmic sense. You can see by this the
close relation between the work of the individual aspirant or disciple as he redeems,
salvages and purifies his threefold body of manifestation and the work of the planetary
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Logos as He performs a similar task in connection with the “three periodical vehicles”
through which He works: His personality vehicle, His soul expression and His monadic
aspect.

By means of all that I have said you will realize that I am endeavoring to take the
vagueness out of the word “esotericism,” and to indicate the extremely scientific and
practical nature of the enterprise upon which all esotericists are embarked.

Esoteric study, when coupled with esoteric living, reveals in time the world of meaning
and leads eventually to the world of significances. The esotericist starts by endeavor-
ing to discover the reason why; he wrestles with the problem of happenings, events,
crises and circumstances in order to arrive at the meaning they should hold for him;
when he has ascertained the meaning of any specific problem, he uses it as an invita-
tion to penetrate more deeply into the newly revealed world of meaning; he then
learns to incorporate his little personal problems into the problem of the larger Whole,
thus losing sight of the little self and discovering the larger Self. The true esoteric
viewpoint is always that of the larger Whole. He finds the world of meaning spread like
an intricate network over all activity and every aspect of the phenomenal world. Of
this network the etheric web is the symbol and design; and the etheric web to be
found between the centers up the individual spinal column is its microcosmic corre-
spondence, like a series of doors of entrance into the larger world of meaning. This, in
reality, concerns the true Science of the Centers to which I have frequently referred.
They are modes of conscious entry (when developed and functioning) into a world of
subjective realities [67] and into hitherto unknown phases of the divine consciousness.

Esotericism is not, however, concerned with the centers as such, and esotericism is not
an effort scientifically to awaken the centers, as many students think. Esotericism
really is training in the ability to function freely in the world of meaning; it is not occu-
pied with any aspect of the mechanical form; it is occupied entirely with the soul as-
pect - the aspect of Savior, Redeemer and Interpreter - and with the mediating prin-
ciple between life and substance. This mediating principle is the soul of the individual
aspirant or disciple (if one may use such misleading wording); it is also the anima
mundi in the world as a whole.

Esotericism. therefore involves a life lived in tune with the inner subjective realities; it
is only possible when the student is intelligently polarized and mentally focused; it is
only useful when the student can move among these inner realities with skill and
understanding. Esotericism, involves also comprehension of the relation between
forces and energies and the power to use energy for the strengthening, and then for
the creative use of the forces contacted; hence their redemption. Esotericism uses the
forces of the third aspect (that of intelligent substance) as recipients of the energies of
the two higher aspects and, in so doing, salvages substance. Esotericism is the art of
“bringing down to earth” those energies which emanate from the highest sources and
there “grounding them” or anchoring them. As illustration: it was an esoteric activity
of a worldwide group of students which resulted in the giving out of the teaching anent
the New Group of World Servers, [A Treatise on White Magic, pages 398-433; A Trea-
tise on the Seven Rays, Vol. II (Esoteric Psychology), pages 629-751] thereby ground-
ing and fixing in the consciousness of humanity the fact of the existence and work of
this basically subjective group; thus the work of that group was focused and their
redeeming activity intensified. [68]

All true esoteric activity produces light and illumination; it results in the inherited light
of substance being intensified and qualified by the higher light of the soul - in the case
of humanity consciously functioning. It is therefore possible to define esotericism and
its activity in terms of light, but I refrain from doing so because of the vagueness and
the mystical application hitherto developed by esotericists in past decades. If
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esotericists would accept, in its simplest form, the pronouncement of modern science
that substance and light are synonymous terms, and would recognize also that the
light which they can bring to bear on substance (the application of energy to force) is
equally substantial in nature, a far more intelligent approach would be made. The
esotericist does deal with light in its three aspects, but it is preferable today to at-
tempt a different approach until - through development, trial and experiment - the
esotericist knows these triple differentiations in a practical sense and not just theoreti-
cally and mystically. We have to live down some of the mistakes of the past.

I have given you many other definitions in my various books, and some of them were
quite simple; they can carry meaning today and will come to have more abstruse
significances to you later on.

I would challenge all esotericists to attempt the practical approach which I have here
outlined. I would ask them to live redemptive lives, to unfold their innate mental sen-
sitivity, and to work continuously with the meaning which is to be found behind all
individual, community, national and world affairs. If this is done, then the light will
suddenly and increasingly shine upon your ways. You can become light-bearers, know-
ing then that “in that light you will see Light” - and so will your fellowmen. [69]


